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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at +.30
p.m., and read prayers.

COMMITTEES I'OR THE SESSION.
On the motion hy the Chief Sceretary,

Sessional Comimittees were appointed as
follow :
Ktanding  Orders,—The President, the

Chief Secretary, Hon. .J. Cornell, Hon. C, F.
Baxter, and Han. ), Nicholson,
Librery.—The President, Hon. C. T

Baxter, and Hon. G. Fruser.
Printing—The Prezident, the Honorary
Minister, and Hon. W. J. Mann.
Joint House—The President, Hon. .J.
Cornell, Hon. E, . Grayv, Hou. V. Famers-
ley, and Hon. G. W, 1Miles.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fresident to Present Address.

THX: CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Ceniral) [4.35]: I move, without
notice :—

That the Address-in-reply, as agreed to by
the Council on the 6th August, be presented
to His FExeellency the Lieutenant-Governer
by the Dresident and such members as may
desire to nccompany him.

Question put and passed.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT ACT, 1899, AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Chiel Seerctary, and
read a first time.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

As to Legve to Introduce.

THE CEIEF SECRETARY (ilon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.38]: On behalf of the
Honorary Minister, I move—

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill
for an Act to amend Sections 6 and 21 of the
Industrial Arbitration Aect, 1912-1025,

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) {4.40]: I
I rise to oppose the motion. I am net
establishing a preeedent in ndopting this
eourse. If my memory serves me corvectly,
when n Labour Government were in power
and Mr. Colebateh was a member of this
House, he suecessfully opposed n motion for
leave to introduce a Bill. The House is
guite within its rights in challenging the
motion; otherwise the apportunity would
not present itsclf for leave to introduce the
Bill. On reference to the Notiee Paper we
can, fortunately, aseertain what the Bill
proposes to do, and it is ¢learly set out that
the object is to amend Sections G and 21 of
the Act. Scction 6 defines what societies
may be registered, and Section 21 deals with

amendments to rnles of unions. I need
only vefer to recent happenings in  the
industrial world {o justify me, in my

opinion, in ndopling wmy present attitude.
In faet, T go further and say that I think
it is impudence on the part of a Govern-
ment who have set an Arbitration Court at
deflance, and have helped to undermine the
Arbitration Court itself, to ask this
Chamber at the present carly stage of the
session, for leave to amend an Act they have
set at defiance. If the objeet of the Bill
were the repeal of the Arbitrntion Aet, T
would aceept it with both hands, and wou!ld
he a strong advocate in assisting the Gov-
ernment fo pass the measure,

Hon. E. H. Graxr: You would be sorry
afterwards.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Bill, so far as
I can understund, gives special eonsideration
to the Anstralian Workers' Union. Tf 1
understand the position correctly, it is that
union that has been respousible for all the
recent trouble on the goldfields. That union
set out to conduct a bhallot fo determine
whether its members would obev the Arbi-
tration Court award or refuse to abide hy
its terms. The members of that union only
participated in the ballot, and free labour
wis not given an opportunity to vote Tha
cost of that hallet, the olyject of which was
to set the Arbitration Court at deftaner, ran
into some hundreds of pounds, and the
amount involved has been paid by the fax-
payers of the State. 1t was the AW.[.
that eansed that trouble on the poldfields,
It was the ,nembers of that organisation
that set the Arbitration Court award at de-
fianre, and the union and its followers said
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they were in a position to dety the Arbitra-
tion Court. I do not know why they should
defy the Arbitration Court unless, in their
contention to that effect, they knew t{hey
had behind them the Government of the
State. One of their members, in a jeering
tone, when it was declared they conld set
the Arbitration Court at defiance, said “And
won't the judge of the Arbitration Court
like it!”

Hon. E. M. Gray: That was o membey
of your party.

Hon, J. J. HOLALES: No, a member of
the hon. member’s party. That is what
the union did. What did the Government
do? The Government are sworn to admin-
ister the laws of this couniry and see that
they are carried out, but the Government
aided and abetted the union in this matter.
Tt is stated that the Government threat-
ened the mining companies that if they
did not come to heel, confiseation would
follow. In that way the mine owners were
also compelled to disobey the award of the
conrt. When the wmine owners accepted
somtething other than the award of the
court, they disobeved the award of the
court., It would be a simple matter to give
reasons why the Government adopted that
attitude, but to do so will not get nus any-
where. The fact is that fhe Government
adopted the wrong aftitude, and having
done so at that stage, thev bronght fur-
ther difficulties on themselves and the
country, and we now have another strike
in progress on the goldfields and no ai-
tempt made to enforce the law. That there
has heen damage to the mining industry.
and to the interests of the country, nobody
ean gainsay. So mueh was the impression
of damage in the minds of the mining com-
nnity in London, to whom we are looking
for investments in the industry, that the
Government found it necessary fo send
the JMinister for Mines Home post haste
to see whether he could rectify some of
the damage that had been done. The cost
of the Minister’s trip abroad will have to
fo be horne hy the taxpavers of the State,
and all because an award of the court has
been defied. According to a DPress report,
the Minister for Mines, when questioned
in London, said it was absurd to sugmest
that the Government were going to abolish
the Arbitration Court, hecause the court
was a tribunal of their own creation. While
the (Government are not proposing to abolish

the Arbitration Court, they have done what
iz worse: thev have set at defiance the awards
ot the ecourt. A London tinancial paper,
dealing with this matter, said—

This heads-we-win-and-tails-you-lose Labour

policy adds to the risk of ordinary mining
risk, and it is advisable that investors shonld
be aware of its existence.
The damage that has been done io the
mining industry, which, owing fo the in-
creased price of gold, is certainly in a
flourishing condition, is beyond my powers
of deduetion at all events. The damage
1ust be very eonsiderable indeed. If we
adwmit this Bill, what will it amount to?
We shall be asked to give further advan-
tages to a union that has set the laws of
the country at deflance. That is the very
last thing we ought to do. The union ought
to obey the laws of the land, and when
they  have accomplished that, we might
set out te amend the Act, if amendment
be mnecessary. The position is that the
Arbitration Aect, instead of being amended,
ought to be repealed. The court, in my
opinion, has no right to funetion if it can-
not enforee ity awards, or, if the Govern-
ment of the country, instead of enforcing
the awards, helps to set them at defiance.
In such cireumstances, I say, the court has
no right to funetion. To ask us to amend
the Arbitration Aect is absurd. It is wast-
ing the time of the ouse. JMinisters, if
they can read the writing on the wall
must know that there is little hope of
sceuring an amendment of the Arhitration
Aet execept by way of repealing it. A
plain statement of fact was recently put
to the Minister for Labour. T read the
siatement carefully; it was neither more
nor less than a plain statement of fact.
When a deputation went to him with that
statement, its members were refused a
hearing. The Minister said he took excep-
tion to the statement. He was azked to
indicate his objection. He would not point
out any ohjectionable clanse because he
could not do so. That is one side of the
question. The other side is that one can
pick up almost any paper any day and
find reports of employers being prosecuted.
They are being dragged before the court
for trivial offences.

Hon. E. H. Grax: For beating men for
their wages.

Hon. 4. J. HOLMES: I said for trivial
offences.
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Hon.
offence.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: It may or may
not he. Emplovers can be prosecufed for
trivial offences, bui employees are al-
lowed to go free, though puilty of
offences of a very grave nature.
After the trouble on the goldfields, there
wag trouble amongst the Collie miners, Aec-
cording to a Press statement, 144 Collie
miners were fined £2 each for a breach of
- the law, As the fines were not paid in due
course, the prosecuting company set out to
secure judgment summonses to enforece the
payment of the fines. When they went to
the Court, they were advised by the Clerk of
Courts, Collie, that he was under instroetions
from the Crown Law Department not to
issne warrants. That is a nice position of
affairs. A statement to that effeet appeared
in the Press on the 5th February last and I
have seen no denial of it. Consequently, I
must accept it as heing correct. This points
to-the faet that the employer has to toe the
mark and walk the straight and narrow
path, while the employee can do as he likes.
T could elaborate this subject at length, but
I do not propose to do so. By the remarks
I have made, I think I have shown sufficient
justification to induce the House to refuse
leave fo introduce this Bill. I shall vote
against the motion.

E. H. Gray: That is not a trivial

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [4.54]:
intended to offer a few remarks on the
Address-in-veply debate but the motion has
been disposed of. Therefore T claim the in-
dulgence of the Hounse briefly to deal with a
few matters which appear to me to warrant
inguiry. First of all I wish to refer to the
minirg induskry. I think we may all con-
gratulate ourselves that the price of gold
is remaining almost stationary.

The PRESIDENT: I think the hon.
member does not realise that the question
before the House is that Jeave be granted to
introduee a Bill for an Act to amend See-
tions 6 and 21 of the Industrial Arbitration
Act, 1912-25.

Hon, J. CORNELL: T was under the im-
pression that the Supply Rill was being dis-

cussed.

The PRESIDENT : I thought that was the
hon. member's impression.

Hon. J. CORNELL: However, 1 have a
few remarks to offer on this motion. I

understand that a Bill is to be introduced to
amend the Arbitration Act.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Provided the per-
mission of the House is granted.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. I understand
also that the Government contemplate intro-
ducing a Bill fo give legal status to a union
that is out of court, and that that would
form part of & Bill to amend the Arbitva-
tion Act. Members are more or less at a
loss to know what the Bill will contain, but
I consider that an amendment of the Arbi-
tration Act is necessary. The Amalgamated
Engineering Union, which has heen regis-
tered on the goldfields for some 26 years, has
been ruled out as an unregistered union be-
cause of a mass of technicality. When the
recent award was being considered, the
union was brushed aside by legal techni-
cality. Then it was thought that the nnien
would be able to get into the comrt subse-
quent to the gencral award being delivered,
but a further technicality was raised and
the court practically squetched the anion en-
tirely. After 26 years of registration the
Amalgamated Engineering Union of the
Bastern Goldfields is declared an unregis-
tered union, becauuse of some technicality
and fault on the part of the registering an-
thority. I have been given fo understand,
not by the Government but by members of
the union, that in order to overcome a mass
of verbiage and technieality, a Bill would
be introduced asking Parliament to restore
the union to the status that had never been
questioned for 26 years.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: What is the good of
giving it to the union if members will not
obey the awards when they have got regis-
tration?

Hon, J. CORNELL: I shall not discuss
the foundry trouble. Al I desive to say is
that one of the main contributing eaunses of
that trouble is the unfortunate position in
whieh the Amalgamated Engineering Union
has heen placed.

Hon. J. Nicholson: TIs this Bill intended
to amend that feature?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Until T know what
the Biil contains, I shall support its intro-
duction. T think members are hound tn
support the introduction of the measure.
We shall certainly bring down the wrath of
the heavens on our heads if we reject a Bill
without being aware of its contents. To dn
so would be very injudicions. So far as the



[7 Avausy, 1935, 5v

Bill may seek to rectify the difliculty I have
mentioned, T would support the measure. I
was given to understand that the Bill was
to be opposed ai the opening stage, and
I sax from my knowledge ot this institu-
tion of which I have been a member for
so Jong, 1 did not think it would put unp
any serious objection to indemnifying a
Labour wunion or resioring legislation
which we have had for 26 years, provided
of course that that was the object of the
Bill. I intend to support the introduetion
of the Bill, and I wish o add that as far
as the members of the union are concerned
I have had contact with them for many
years and amongst them I have never
found any Bolsheviks.

On motion by Chief Sceretary, debate
adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1} £2,200,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) : I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders he

suspended as is necessary to enable the Sup-
ply Bill to pass through all stages at one
sitting.
Members will realise the necessity for
passing the Bill as speedily as possible.
Aunthorisation for expenditure has already
been exhausted, and we are now in August.
I realise that some members were abseni
vesterday, and did not have an opportun-
ity to speak on the wmotion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply. They may
wish to diseuss various matters. My object
in moving for the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders is that when the second reading
of the Bill has been passed and the Com-
mittee stage completed, we can finalise the
consideration of the measure as soon may
be. T should like that work to be eompleted
by to-morrow night, if possible.

Question put and passed.

Second Keading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [3.3] in moving the second
reading said: This is the usual Supply Bill
presented at this time of the year. Tis
objeet is to enable the Government to fin-
ance operations until the passing of the
Estimates. They will be presented with
the Budget as carly as poszible. The Supply

Bilt is for three months, the same as was
granted last year. This provision obviates
the necessity for a further Bill in two or
three weeks time, The amount of Supply
asked for is £2,200,000 made vp as follows:

£
Expendifure on Consolidated
Revenune Fund .. 1,300,000
General Loan Fund 600,000
Treasurer’s Advance 300,000
£2,200,000

The amount of £1,300,000, it is antiei-
pated, will be spent as follows:—July,
£450,000; Aungust, £430,000; September,
£420,000. This expenditure does not cover
amounts under Special Acts sueh as inter-
est. It is estimated that the General Loan
Fund expenditure will be approximately
£200,000 per wnonth, Treasurer’s Advance
represents expendifure which eannot be
charged against either Consolidated Rev-
enue or General Loan Fund. The estimated
deficit for 1934/35 was £644,452. The ac-
tual deficit was £167,095, thus showing an
improvement on the estimate of £477,357.
The estimated expenditure was £9,491,059,
and the actnal tolal expendilure was
£9,498,525, a small excess on the estimate
of £7,466, The estimated revenue was
£8,846,607; the actual revenue was £9,331,-
430, an increase of £484,823.

The improvement in revenue is accounted
for as follows:

£

Increase in taxation 260,436
Tnerease in Territorial 63,241
Inerease in Public Utilities .. 344,252

£667,929
Less decrease in other revenue 183,106
Net inerease . £484. 823
The shortage in other revenue was

mainly accounted for by less interest being
received from the Agrieultural Bank. The
Loan Council has approved of the follow-
ine Loan funds to this State for 1935/36:

£
Giross - . 2,680,000
Less lean repavments 80,000
Net for works . 2,600,000
For deficits 260,000
£2,860,000
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The provision of this money is contingent
on the necessary leans geing floated. Of
the Commonwealth June Loan of £12,500,-
000 flonted at 3% per cent, due 1949, at
£09  10s, this State’s proportion is ap-
proximately £1,326,110. Up to the present,
£1,270,000 has been received. Of the
amount received, £130,000 was in, cash
and of the balanee £1,080,000 has been
applied to the temporary redemption of
Bills, and £60,0600 to permanent funding
of Bills. A further loan will he floated
during the financial year, and if sueccss-
ful, sufficient funds will be provided to
meet the State’s loan programme, and to
continue in employment all men now on
Government relief works. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.10]: As
L indicated o few moments ago I had in-
tended saying a few words on the Address-
in-reply, but 1 will avail wyself of the
opportunity of veferring to one or two
matters on the Bill we are now discussing.
Amongst other subjects T wish fo deal with
is the question of Supply in its applieation
to the goldmining industry. As I have
already said, it is pleasing to find that the
price of gold has remained for some time
more or less stationary, and 1 was glad to
read yonr vemarks, JMr. President, the
other day, in the eourse of whieh yon
optimistically expressed the opinion that the
price of gold would go still higher. I can
recollect o few vears ago vowr venturing a
forecast that the price of zold wonld inevit-
ably rise. T trust that again your prophery
will he correct, hecause pold at its present
price will mean much to Western Australia.
While on the subject of goldmining I conld
not help but smile to myself at Mr. Baxter’s
remarks Jast evening relating to the
expenditure  of loan funds and revenue
funds. T do not think evervone has
accurately measured the value the gold-
mining industry has been to Western Ans-
tralia during the last five years. Tlad it not
been for this industvy T tremble at what
would have happened to cur vast State with
its handful of people. Regarding the mines,
it can he said that relatively a lot of them
are now on a good wicket, hat there are cer-
tain centres in which the mines can he put
upon a workmanlike bhasis only by the provi-
sion of an adequate water supply. TFor some
time there has been much controversy and

agitation regarding a water supply for the
Dundas goldfield. You, Sir, know only too
well that the bugbear of that district has
been the water question. Never since ils
inception as a mining district can it he said
that it has had an adeqnate water zupply.
1t has been shown heyond a shadow of douht
that not even with a downpour and a run-olf
Trom the surface has it heen possible Lo con-
serve anything like an adequate =upply.
There i1s ouly one way in which a =upply
can be uhtained, and that is by an extension
of the goldficlds’ water main through
Widgiemooltha to Norseman. [ understand
that negotiations have been going on for o
considerable time to bring this about, and
that overinres were made to indnce the Fed-
eral Government to find half the required
amount of money if the State would tind the
other halt, Subsequently it was proposed
that a grant of £43,000 given by the Com-
monwealth o the State could he used for the
purpose and the balanee to be provided by
the mining companies. The position to-day
is that one of the companies has recanted,
and therefore that company will not put up
anv money. Thns a water snpply for the
Dundas geldfield is as far off as ever and
water has to be conveyed from Salmon Guns
to keep not only the mines going but the
people as well. Tf there is one direction in
which we might well advocite the expendi-
ture of money which will mean the abserp-
tion of some of our unemployed, it iz that
of providing a water supply for the Dundas
goldfield. Perhaps not many men would he
emnploved in putting down the scheme, hut
when the scheme was eompleted and the
mines got to work, many mere men would he
absorbed. In endeavouring te develop lodes,
the Western Mining Corporation lhas spent
over £100,000 in  the Novseman distriet.
whereas other eompanies in the pa<t have
simpiv Hoated shows and taken the rake-off.
[ halieve the Western Alining Corporation
have decided to take over the Phoenix,
although no shares have been offered tu the
public vet. Unless something is doue to in-
¢rease the water supply at Norseman, I
think we ean wipe it off the map. I was re-
cenily in Ravensthorpe at the Beryl group
of mines, for which £350,000 has heen sub-
=¢ribed.  There to-day in mid-winter they
are at their wits’ end for domestic water.
The same thing applies at Mt Monger and
at other places right throngh the Central
Provinre. When one makes a vetrospect
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wid  finds what  the Mines Water Supply
Department did in the old days in providing
local ~upplies, and when one then turns to
what is heing done to-day, he sees it is as
nothing compared with what the State gave
in the old day=. It appears to me the powers
to-day are prepared to give a water supply
if tho:e who want it will first put np the
money.  That is not the way to encourage
mining, vet we are spending thousands nf
pourds in taking mud out of the Swan River
in vrder to give employment fo a few men.
At Palmer’s ¥ind the water is going in, bnt
I wnderstand the Federal Government pro-
vided halt the cost in ovder to ahsorh the
uneniployed. The position at Ora Banda is
that the water supply is not adequate for
future commitments. A bhig mining com-
pany which has taken over recently is find-
ing the money to put in the necessary sup-
ply.  That was not the policy of the past.
On the other hand we have unemployed sent
from the metropolitan area to the goldfields
to ocarn their daily bread, with the result
that many of the goldfields unemployed
rannot set any work at all, The provision
of water supplies should form part of
the Governmeni's policy fov the absorption
of the unemployed, and local men should be
wiven preference. Another thing: Tinder
the existing company laws the would-be in-
vestor is gefting a4 very raw deal, and it is
about time some of the company prowmoters

got what the seccession delezation gof,
namely a warning to get off the conrse.  To-

day there s absolutely no protection what-
ever for the general publie, nothing is done
io prevent them from heing gulled and
taken down. If the diamond drill is put
in on a show and certain discoveries are
made, they are cabled to London, but we
here have no means of finding out whether
or nof the development is what it is claimed
to be. Consequently the share market is
up and down and nobody here ean dis-
cover the true position, We have reached
the stage where we ought te cry a halt
and endeavour to regulate the development
of our mining areas as is done in South
Afriea, in an attempt to confine it to a
speculative investment and not allow if
io be made a vast gamble. .\ mining comu-
pany haz promoted the Yellowdine leases,
and unwittingly one of our Ministers ae-
cepted the position of chairman of direc-
tors. The result was that 17 options were
taken, the compauny was formed, but not

one of the options was exercised. They
had something like £32,000, but no mine.
That is geing on in other districts also.
I know a company with no mine that
hopped in and got dud leases at Yellowdine,
foated them, but did not exercise the op-
tion. It is about time we gave the public
a betier deal in regard to gold mining than
it bas been geiting. Also it is abont time
the question of reservations had a thor-
ough overhauling. There is a reservation
at Mt. Monger which has been held for
three years and practically nothing done.
The Mt. Monger district has not been noteil
for big lodes, but it has been noted for
many rich leaders and there are quite a
few men working there with good results,
but a big slice of territory is held up by
a mining company with superior intevests
elsewhere. There should be a period after
which the reservation must lapse unles:
something tangible is done by the holders.
Another phase of mining which needs close
inquiry is the law relating to miners? in-
dustrial diseases. I have already stated
here what T think ought to be done, and
I am prepared to repeat that and sav that
now is the time to put our industrial
diseases laws on a proper hasis and a sound
footing. I am satisfled that when the test
comes, the legislation we are now working
under will be found incapable of doing the
work expected of it. Another regrettable
phase which does not redound to the eredit
of the mining companies is the virtual
impossibility of a man 45 yvears of age wr
over getting a laboratory ticket, ovr if he
should succeed in that respect, the impos-
sibility of his getting a job. What does
that indicate? It indicates that men aof
that age or over are being kept out of
the mining industrv, and that men helow
that age are going to he brought into the
industrv., It has an eeonomie conelusion,
which 15 that the voung man, being less
liable to disease, is the sounder investment
to emplov thap is an elderly man. But
what is to hecome of the elderly man? The
only elderlv men who can get jobs in gold
mining now are experienced machine men
or timbering men. It was not always so,
for to the credit of mine managers it must
be said that all down the vears they have
eiven every considerafion to the elderly men.
However, that has now gone by the board
and we have in official positions men who
“elieve the mining industry is only for
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the younger workers, Any old miner will
tell you that mining is going te kil ail
miners eventually. If so, it is better to
keep the young men out of the -indusfry
and leave it to the older men. Another
remarkable feature of the industrial
diseases legislation is that a sunecessful
applicant for relief under the old Act can
draw a pension until the moment he dies,
but after he is dead his friends or his rela-
tives have to bury him. Surely that is a
glaring anomaly. One of the last alterea-
tions I had with the late Mr. Scaddan was
on that very point. If the State is pre-
pared to take a man out of the wines and
keep him during life, it is obviously theo
duty of the State to give him a send-off
when he dies, At present, however, tnnt
man, if he is .o be buried at all; has
to be buried by his friends or rela-
tives. Another regrettable feature of min-
ing is the frightful inerease in blasting
accidents. A deputation recently waited
on the Minister and recommended the
adoption of certain appliances, such as
electrical firing. An opinion generally held
amongst the working miners is that a lot
of those accidents are due to inexperience,
to the employment of young men, and it is
urged that blasting and firing shounld he left
to experiecnced men. That is one of the
legacies we are getting through the exclusion
of the older miners. T have no remedy to
sugeest, for although I meet hundreds of
working miners they themselves have no
remedy for the minimising of blasting acei-
denfs. Now I wish to refer to some points
raised by Mr. Holmes a few minutes ago.
The question of the enforcement of indus-
trial arbitration awards has been one of con-
tention and confroversy ever since the in-
troduction of conciliation and arbitration,
and so it will remain until the end. It must
of necessity have shortecomings and contra-
dictions. We want no better illustration of
the shortcomings and contradietions that are
inseparahle from compulsory arbitration
than what we see going on in the League of
Nations concerning Ttaly and Abyssinia.
Something similar has existed ever since
man became articulate, or began to kill his
fellows with a stone in his hand. T think it
will go on to the end. Compulsory arbitra-
tion and industrial dispufes are ouly a
replica in miniature of the larger arguments
and battles that are inseparably associated
with mankind. I have no desire to condone

anything or disparage anyome. My con-
sidered opinion of the January trouble is
that the award was unsatisfactory in ¢uite
a number of its features. The award gave
practieally nothing to the underground man
in comparison with what it gave to the sur-
face man. The breaking point, the 58-lour
fortnight versus the dd-hour week, was not
the actual cause of the cessafion of work. A
few enterprising gentlemen with red lean-
ings got the men to strike on a side issue. |
and others warned the men not te bhe side-
tracked hy side issues. They, however, rve-
sented getting praetieally nothing in cow-
parison with what the surtace men received.
Aly opinion is that had the court lett out the
industry allowance, and reduced the under-
ground men four hours a week, as the sor-
face men were reduced four hours a week,

the situation might have been saved. Most
working men are fairly reasonable and

would agree that they could not get an
advantage hoth ways, that they counld not
have a reduction of hours and an increase in
wages. But the cowrt left the underground
men where they were. T do not think the
companies cared twopence, in most instances,
whether Saturday work was cut out alto-
gether or allowed to remain. The fact is the
men were induced to sirike on a side wind,
at a time when they were resenting the
larger issue. When they werc out, they
1ealised they had heen brouwght out on a sude
issue. The trouble then was to get them back
again. 1 neither condemn nor condone the
method whereby they were got back to work.
Something ean be said in mitigation of the
actions of hoth sides. It was a eatastrophe
for the State, and something that went on
too long. Working men may express their
opinions, either individually or eollectively.
Wlen it comes to expressing an opinion in
bulk, I think most men who have worked for
their livelihood realise that there is often an
aftermath of a strike. The main trouble,
therefore, was fo get the men hack to work.

Hen. J. J. Holmes: Are yon elaiming
that the court was not able to give a com-
petent award?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The court is only
human. The simplest method of giving
satisfaction in an industry so intricate as
that of mining, is to resort to the method
employed in conneetion with the Collie
miners, namelv an indusirial board. The
hoard eonsisted of a representative of the
eompany who knew mining from A to Z, a
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representative of the union, who also knew
mining from A te %, and the Industrial
Registrar, Mr. Frank Walsh, as chairman,
ane ot the preatest industrial authorities in
the State. Those gentlemen worked out an
award satisfactory to all concerned. I am
not condemning the eourt. The court is not
infatlible. Whether it be a court of law or
nny other tribunal, the individual concerned
is not going to aceept a levision with the
best of grace if he thinks he iz getting a raw
deal or is not getting a fair deal. My eandid
opinton is that the future of arbitration on
the goldfields is a precarious one. That is
the opinion of some of the oldest industrial-
ists on the fields, men who are still arbitra-
tionists, and who move amongst the working
miners, Can anyone wonder that this change
has occurred? T visit many towns on the
goldtields. T have sat for an hour on a
bench in one of those townshipz and have
not known three of the men who bhave
passed.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Have they not
invited you in?

Ilon. J. CORNELL: The miners are
drawn from all parts of the Commonwealth.
Some have come from Broken Hill, where
they have the 35-hour week, In Broken Hill
the miners have won lots of things for them-
selves without arbitration, and have won
them by their own acts. We also have cane
cutters from North Queensland engaged in
the industry. Men are in it from all parts
of Australin. There is one =ection of
thought there that T veature to sav is totaliy
out of tune with the Lahour Party in the
metropolitan area.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Out of tune with the
Arbitration Court?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Chief Secretary,

-who hag recently visited the goldfields, will
agree that there is a community there quite
apart from Western Australia, people who
are not too particular about their polities,
cither. The foundry trouble is the outeome
of the January trouble. If anything, I am
a little with the foundry man. He has a
hetter case than the other fellow had, but is
not zetting the backing the other man had.
The foundry worker iz more or less an
Izhmael or parasite. No one wants him at
present, although he has the better case,

Hon. (3. W. XMiles: Why does he not go to
the eourt and put up that easze?

Hon, J. CORNELL: I think he was told
it he went to the court he would not get
what he asked for,

Hon. J. Nicholzon: How does
that before a decision is given?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The court seemed to
hold the view that owing to the eondition of
the goldmining industry for many years, it
was unable to provide any increases for the
workers, and it intended to make up to them
a little for that, and was prepared to give
them an industry bonus of 2s. a day. We
now find that the fitter who marshalls a job
at the Kalgoorlie Foundry and sends it to be
erected at the mine, is at a disadvantage of
2s5. per day compared with the man who i3
erccting the plant. That comes of making
an award that eannot apply in a general
way. Take the tram conductor and the
motorman wheo convey the miners to work.
They eannot get the industrial allowance.
If the miner was not there to he taken to
work, the motorman and the eonductor would
not be there. That is the real reason for the
toundry trouble. 1t has been argued that
the foundry has to compete with the Eastern
States. We ftind, however, that the Lake
View company, which makes a profit of
£50,000 a 1nonth, is paying out on the award,
and the Western Mining Corporation, which
has spent £100,000 and hag not vet got any-
thing out of that expenditure has also te pay
the same rates.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is that not in favour
of ubolishing the court?

Houn. J, CORNELL: I do not think the
goldfields worker cares whether the court
is aholished or not.

Hon, J. J. Holmes:
himself.

Hon. J. CORNELL: He thinks he can
get better conditions without the ecourt. The
foundrymen are almost unanimously of the
opinion that if they went {o the court they
would not get the industry bonus. Of what
use is it to go to the court if there is to be
nn outcome from the appeal?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Of what use is it te
maintain the court if the workers will not
use it?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The other side have
said they will aecept no decision unless it
comes through the court. Why do the min-
ing compnonies say that? If the mining
companies had stuck out for that, it would
have been all right; hut the mining com-
panies did not stick out.

he know

He is a law unto
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you know why?

Iton. J. CORNELL: Why? Because they
thought they were going to lose something.
Ividently the powers hehind the foundry
do not care what they lose. 1 warned the
foundry workers before they took the last
step which was left to them to take, that
they would get the backwash of the others
and would probably be used to demonstrate
over-en that the Government could enforce
the law. | warned them of that before-
hand. 1 told them, “You may he used as
monkevs to pull the chestnuts out of the
fire.”  They replied, “We will stand up to
that, but we are not going to work for
less than is paid for similar classes of work
performed on the Golden Mile” Let us go
back a little, back (o times prior to this
trouble. | may say that I myself worked
in the Kalgoorlic foundry for a consider-
able period. The basie wage then was 10s.
per day on the mines and £3 10s. per week
in the foundry. XNo foundry worker ever
worked for the wages that the mines paid,
until this award came along; and now the
foundry workers are asked to work for less.
T speak not at random, but of what T know.
Moulders gei more money; fitters and boiler-
makers got more money; and now they are
asked to work for considerably less than the
mine employees are paid. So can we won-
der af their endeavouring to resist?

Ton., G. W. JMiles: Is not the mine
worker's a more dangerous oceupation so
far as health is concerned?

Hun. J. CORNELL: No,

Hon. . W. Miles: But you have always
said so.

Hon, J. CORNELL: T have always main-
{ained that the miners’ phthisis regulations
should not apply in the fitting shop.

Hon., G. W. Miles: Thercfore the miner
takes more risk, and should be paid more.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The miner is not
getting more hecause of that aspect, but be-
cause of the price of gold.

Hon. G. W, Miles: And on account of
the dangerous nature of his cecupation.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The position now is
that a foundry worker who is building a
stack for the INalgoorlic power house has to
Build it for twoe bob a day less than is paid
to the fellow who works in a mine. What
risk of miners’ phthisis is involved in
putting np a chimney stack? The foundry
workers are net to be roundly condemned.
Finally on this subject, T would ask hon.

members whe have a  long memory nof
to make that memory ten convenient. When
Governments of another political com-
plexion were in power, men were out
on strike for many weceks in Western
Australta  without being had up and
fined. It is beside the question to say that
if men werc not had up and fined 15 vears
ago for deing something contrary to the
Arbitration Act, men now infringing that
Act should be had up and fined to-day. [
ask hon. members to he foir all round.
Since industrial arbitration beeame an aec-
coluplished fact in Western Australia, the
State bas had Governments of many com-
plexions and there have been many phases
of strikes, and praetieally no Governinent’
during the last 15 or 20 years has had a
union up and fined for striking: they were
all the same—Liberal, Country Party, Na-
tionalist, and Labour Governments. XNext, 1
wish to make a fow vemarks on the Agrieul-
tural Bank. The position with vegard to
that institution is, to say the least, distress-
ing. Little did this House, and perhaps
another place, think when passing the mea-
sare relating to the Agricultural Bank that
a then client, and a considerable client of the
Agricultural Bank a few weeks prior te ap-
pointment, would be appointed chairman of
Commissioners. I do not think any memher
can have given that possibility a thonght.
Evidently the age of miracles is not past.
However, T wish fo point out that one of
the first actions of the new Commissioners
was to state publicly that they did not want
members of Parlinment interfering with
them. T understand that the chairman of
the Commisioners has declared that he did
not say that. 8till, that is the generally-
received opinion. For my part, T know of
no better helpmeets for the administration
of the Agricultural Bank than country mem-
bers of Parliament, not being Ministers.
have proved them:elves in the past, They
were the means of assisting the former trus-
tees to rectify grave anomalics that had oc-
curred in administration.

Hon. C. F. Baxter:
of the Commissioners
Parliament now,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Recently there came
under my nofiee an astounnding case of a
settler, a returned digger, who was estab-
lished on a virgin block—one of the hest
farmers in the district—and who lhad ap-

But the chairman
receives members of
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plied for sustenance, with the result of re-
ceiving the reply “Refused. An incompe-

tent farmer.”” Had the former trustees
been still in office, | would have said
to them, or to thg general manager

of that period, that a grave error had
ocenrred: and  the matter would have
been rectified. What I wish fto emphasise
most of all is that, wittingly or unwittingly,
the present authorities of the Bank are
creating a most injurious ¢ffect by the send-
ing around of that inventory te the clients
of the institetion. T do not <ay that T know
of any case where the Commissioners have
endeavoured fo enforee their powers under
Sections 51 and 52 of the Act: but at the
hack of the head of the average settler there
is an idea that those powers might be ap-
plied to him. That is the case throughout
the wheat belt. Can one marvel at the re-
sultant lack of eonfidence? For the space
of eight months a Roval Commission, whieh
by no stretch of imagination couid he con-
sidered qualified for its job, tore the howels
out of the then trustees. Al that the Com-
mission looked for ,was something had to
say ahout fhe trustees. The Commission's
report declaved that the Dank must be put
on a npew bhasis, that the ship must be set
on an cven keel, Then TParliament passed
an amending measure, which lay in abevance
for about three months. ‘Therenpon the
measnre was proclaimed. Next, the Bank
chient is asked to furnish an inventory of
evervthing he has. He is lold that cvery-
thing on his location helones to the Bank.
_and that he eannot part with one iota of it
excent by permission of the Bank. T do not
think that is the intention, hut that is the
effert, of the demand for that inventory. Can
one wonder that the morale of the settler has
broken down? As regards the province of
which I am a representative, to me it is
a marvel that one elient there has remaired
on the land. Yet the man who has re-
mained on the land i3 the chap.we ought
to encourage. Unwittingly, no doubt. tho
new powers-that-he have completely broken
down his morale, He is lesing heart.
Having recently diseussed the position
with numbers of scttlers, I venfure the
opinion that, taking the individualz by
and large, I have not encountered such a
condition of mind since the closing davs
of the war. One cannot wonder at it
At least, T eannot after five vears of no
return. In those eircumstances the busi-

ness must become disheartening.  Another
aspeet of the Commissioners’™ attitude to
which I desire to draw attention 1= that,
30 far a3 my personal inquiries have gone,
those gentlemen have got in every shilling
of interest they possibly could. They have
demanded  their pound of flesh in everv
possible way. Every shilling of interest
collected has heen taken into Consolidated
Revenue or applied to square the Budc -t.
But now, when it comes to Commonwenlth
money and necessitons  velief, fictitions
claims are being put up to contorm with
the law and secure relief. Settler< are
being pretty well told, ** Don’t state whai
vou actually did with your henus, hecause
that may prevent vou from getting neeessi-
tous relief.’?  The wheat honus zranted
by the Commmonwealth flovernment is being
used as a sef-off whether or not a client
can get necessitous relief to tide him over
to the next harvest. Even in my own dis-
trict, the Esperance distriet, where practi-
cally nohody is left, the same pound of
flesh in the shape of intevest is being Je-
manded. There was one thing T did easti-
gate the former trustees for—their declara-
tion that they must draw a dividing line
and that therefore any settler who hoi a
motor car could not be econsidered in n-ces-
sitous  cirenmstanees. T know of many
people in town who are in necessitons ¢iv-
cumstances beeanze thev have motor ears.
If the settler takes the back seat out of
his car and makes a runabout of the
vehicle, he gets relief. T know of Agtrienl-
tural Bank eclients having old ecars for
whieh one would not give tive boh whe
have not taken out the hack seat and
thrown fertiliser into the convevance. They
are regarded as not being it necessitons
circumstances. In that respect the new
Commissioners are continuing the poliev
of the old trustees. I recognize that im-
possibilities cannot be expected of the new
Commissioners, but T do counsel them that
tn endeavouring to formulate a survey of
the aetnal position of Agrieultural Banlk
clients they should not kill the dinkame
settler who has stopped on the land for
the past five vears.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Commissioners
want to keep out political influence.

Hon, J. CORNELL: T will not be hasty
and condemn the new Commissioners, buf
I heard it said not long ago that if those
gentlemen were modern Josephs they <till
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could not acecomplish anything, simply be-
cause all confidence in their power to ae-
complish anything had vanished from the
minds of Baunk clients, Those clients have
just about as much time for the new Com-
missioners as the troops in the Great War
had for certain generals: that is to say, no
time at all.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do not you think the
political aspeet has something to do with
it?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Nothing whatever.
The political aspect as regards the former
adiminigtration of the Agricultural Bank
amounted to just this: One of the wisesl
and most humane of the former adminis-
trators of the institution took suecessive
Cabinets not at face value but at a wrong
value, and when he was asked by a Cabinet
to do certain things to which he and his
fellow trustees were opposed, he bowed to
Government poliey and did what Ministers
of the day wished him to do.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: And then got all the
blame.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If he had acted other
than in the manner he did and had matters
reduced to writing, he would not have been
so scarified by the Royal Commission. If
he had asked that instruction and direetions
he in writing, they would have been placed
on record. I claim that the most maligned
man in this State has been the former Gen-
eral Manager and Managing Trustee of the
Agricultural Bank, Mr. MecLarty. His
ereatest failing was that he took the word
of various persons and did not get them
to pant what they said to him in writing.
Had he done so, Mr. MeLarty would have
been assessed af his true value by the Royal
Commission. There are a few things T wish
to say with regard to secession.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: I thought that
was dead.

Hon. J. CORNELL: While you, Mr, Pre-
sident, were absent from the State, an im-
plementing Bill was passed and, at the time,
T was asked if T would vacate the Chair
and say something on the floor of the House.
I contented myself with making a public
statement at the conclusion of the session,
in which T intimated that I would remain
inarticulate until I saw how the petition was
dealt with. I am rather pleased fo think
that I was one of the few on the winning
side. I thought at the time that when if
came to a real show-down, the old crock

“Secession” would not he allowed to go to
the barrvier and, in fact, would not be allowed
on the course. That is what happened in
London. The old hack was not allowed to
start.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There was a good
starting price for some,

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: They got money
both ways.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Now we see that this
secession futility has cost the State in the
vieinity of £5,500. We find that that great
patriot who said he would not leave Eng-
land until fhere was a successful issue to
the secession petition, even though it meant
that his heard would grow to reach the
ground, has received £1,022,

Hon. G. W. Miles: He is on his way
back.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, and T presume
he has drawn his Parlinmentary salary as
well. We also find that Mr. H. K. Watson,
in addition to a similay amount, has re-
ceived £1,709 in remuneration.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: He received
£1,022 as a travelling allowanee as well.

Hon, § CORNELL: As far as I am aware,
Mr. Watson does not helong to any recog-
nised firm of aceountants in this State, and
I doubt if any such firm would have him.
If members can suggest to me that what
has been paid to Mr. Watson represents a
fair remuneration, then T think there are a
lot of well-known aceountants whose months
must have waterved when thev read the state-
ment that appeared in the Press. "When the
Chief Secretary veplies, I want him to in-,
dicate whether all the expense set out in
the return has heen incurred since the dele-
gation left Western Anstralia, or whether
Mr. Watson received anv remuneration for
preparing the “Case for Secession.”

Hon. L.. B. Bolton: T should think he would
be paid something for preparing the Case,
too.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We were told that
it was preparved gratnitously. When we
have regard to the fate of the secession peti-
tion, it must have heen patent to anyone
taking the slightest interest whatever in con-
stitutional history and the development of
the  British  Parliamentarv  institution,
exactly what would happen. None who had
ever spent a few moments in contemplation
of the diplomatie powers of those in author-
itv in the British Parliament could think
that they would arrive at any but one in-
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evitable conclusion. They would know that
the British auathorities had too much com-
monsense to interfere with what was purely
a domesti¢, political squabble, I cannot
understand why the Government did not
deal with the subject in a totally different
manner. Thev counld have started out
by asking the Judicial Committee of
the House of Lords for guidance. . The
Government should have asked, assuming
that Parliament consented and that the
people, at a referendum, approved of seces-
sion, whether the British Parliament would
con<ider a petition sabinitted with that
objective.  That course was not followed,
however, and the delegation were sent for-
ward, with the inevitable result that they did
not  ecure their ohjective.  Now they are
bringing hack the petitions, and I do not
know what they have done with the caskets.
It seems to me a most exiraordinary thing
that 2 man like Mr. Ferguson, the Deputy-
Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative
Assembly, could allow himself to indulge in
such a <tatemeni as this—

He hoped thai the State would not relax
its efforts to secede from the Commonwealth.
He regretted that the petition had been
torned down—

The petition was not turned dowti—

—which prevented the case from being con-

gidered on its merits. He approved of the
Fremier’s snggestion that Western Australia
should co-operate with South Australia and
Tasmania in an effort to scecure more equit-
able treatment from the Commonwealth, The
only way to sccure progress and prosperity
was for Western Australia to paddle her own
canoe.
Meinhers will sce what a string of negatives
there i~ in Mr. Ferguson’s statements. One
statement negatives the other. TWhen Mr.
Fereu~on proceeded to deal with the export
of 147,000 Jambs from Western Australia
last year, I presume he dealt with the meat
contract. He seemed to overlook the fact
that it took the full authority of, and arduous
labour on the part of the higgest delegation
that has ever left Australia, to get any con-
sideration for the growers of the Common-
wealth.  Mr. Ferguson also said—

Tt would be a catastrophe if any constitu-
tional difficulty arese in the way of beneficial
marketing legislation, While T am adverse
to conceding anv further powers to the Com-
monwealth, I feel that it is necessary, at any
price, to maintain the h~nefits which have
been received, for it would be ruinous to re-
turn ta chacs under the haphazard marketing
methods of days gone hy. A general Bill is
required to give the producers contro), and T

would include in it every commodity which
producers wanted brought into it.

In one breath he says that the only hope of
progress and prosperity for Western Aus-
tralia is to be found in the secession move-
ment, and in the next breath he says that
we cannot possibly keep up our exports
unless we fall into line with the Common-
weinlth and have the full advantage of the
influence and weight of the Commonwealth.
When will logic enter into the heads of some
of our legislators? At any rate, I think we
should drop this question of secession aito-
gether and fight out our difficulties in a
proper manner.

Hon. G. W, Miles:
guson say all that?

Hon. J. CORNELL: [ do not kuow ex-
actly where Mr. Ferguson made the speech,
hut I kaow I read the report of his remarks.
[ would point out to those misguided in-
dividuals who were told by eight King's
Counsel that secession was a certainty, that
they forgot to read the restrictions. The
opinion of those eight learned King's Coun-
se| contained a reservation that their re-
marks were subjeet to the approval of some-
one or other in the Bastern States. Now
that we have been definitely turned down on
the question of secession, we are thrown back
on our own resources. We should return to
the only sane method of dealing with our
difficulties.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Do you not think that
all this has been of some benefit to the
State?

Hon. J. CORNELL: It has certainly been
of henefit to My. Watson and Mr. J. Mae-
Callom Smith, M.I.A. They are the only
two people who have benefited. T have ever
held that this State has not had a raw deal
from the Federal Government. We have had
as good, if not a better, deal from the Com-
monwealth than other States.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: That statement
can he queried.

Hon. J. CORNELL: People who say the
Commonwealth has not given us a fair deal
merely content themselves with viewing one
side of the problem. They have no regard
whatever for any ather phase. Does Mr.
Fercuson eonsider that had it not been for
the united action taken by the Common-
wealth delegation, Western Australia would
have been able to export those 147,000 lambs
last vear? Of course, we could not have
done so.

Where did Mr. Fer-
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Hon. W. J. Mann: There ure two lambs
we should have got rid of.

Hon. J. CORNELL: | think they were the
sheep, and we were the lambs.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Rather were we the
goats,

Hoen, J. CORNELL; The principal prob-
lems that confront the civiiised world to-day
relale to the finding of markets for surplus
goods, and to the proper disposal of surplus
population. 1f we consider our position for
oue moment, we must arvive at the eonciu-
sion thaf, bearing in mind onr small popula-
tion, there is no other country in the world
that produces as much as Australia does, or
exporis so much per capita as she does. Our
problem is not so inuch that of feeding our
people, but what to do with our swrplus
produets.  We maust market our surplus
goods so that we can meet our commitments
to other countries. What earthly chance
would we have of coping with that situation
if it were not for the assistance of the Cow-
wonwealth in various directions? None
whatever, We can make progress only as a
united whole. If Awustralia were broken up
into six separate parts, she could not
possibly cope with the present sitnation.
However, I am prepared to let bygones be
bygones, hut should anyone desire to talk
secession to me in future, [ shall feel in-
clined to insult him.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holimes, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned awt 6.13 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,
Wednesday, Tth August, 1935,
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.50
pm., and read prayers.

TEMPORARY CHAIBRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

The SPEAKER: 1 desive to announce
that [ have appointed Mr. Withers, Mr.
Hegney and Mr. J. 1. Smith to be tew-
porary  ehBaitmen  of  comumittees for the
session.

QUESTIONS (2)—BULK HANDLING.
Additional Leases.

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Rail-
ways, -Will he refrain from granting more
leases to (‘o-operative Bulk Handling Litd.,
unti] the House has had an opportunity to
discuss the Royal Commis<ion’s report?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: This whole matter is veceiving the
active consideration of the ({overnment,

{'ost of Royal Commission.

Hon. 12 D, Fergu=on asked the Premier:
1, What was the cost to 30th June, 1935, of
the Royal Commission on Bulk Handling?
2, What isx the estimated total cost of the
Commission ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £724 10s. 9d.
2, Approximately €900, exclusive of cost of
printing report and evidence.

QUESTION—HOSFPITALS TAX

Mr, CUNNINGHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health: 1, To
what purpose is the present hospitals tax
devoted? 2, What is the average annual ex-
penditure on the Kalgoorlie Hospital? 3,
What is the annual amount of hospitals tax
rollected in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder distriets?



